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CORDOBA
(Spain)

Home of the great

MAP OF OUR HERITAGE

<>

Cities of the Sephardic Piyyut Tradition

From the Iberian Peninsula to the cities of the Ottoman Empire and beyond,
Jewish communities composed, preserved, and passed down
words and melodies of faith and devotion that continue to be sung
today in homes and synagogues around the world.

e
SALONIKA CONSTANTINOPLE
(Istanbul, Turkey)

(Thessaloniki, Greece)

Gateway between Fast and West

A thriving Sephardic i .
Hebrew poets whose A colimiti e Mkl wher\le Sephardic traditions ¢
e e i 7 hub of the Ottoman world. AeSiited; ps &
Sephardic liturgy. [/ ] - 2 ﬂl 9
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!.f"l’;{ﬁ = \../(JJHJ-J h_“"_n‘"-‘\’;“’",b)’ev‘ \\\_J‘ %34’ Z, \' i A major center of the
A ""L__L./ﬂ : 7). < o gy I Pizmonim tradition and
; 17 e birthplace of many
C: A beloved hazzanim
*ﬁi_\ = and poets.
L ; gf L\_:.\__.x
& DAMASCUS
(Syria)
Home of great rabbis
% and poets whose words
W became timeless.
CAIRO
(Egypy) (.
A major center of Torah, ‘\"‘x.
publishing, and Sephardic i A
N ish lif s )
Qg Jewish life.
BCOF kg‘ R«
i g 5
These cities, among many others, \ \
preserved the beauty of Torah ' \ L
and the power of song, passing L
their traditions from generation \\
to generation. W
N,
X
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<& One people. Many lands. One song of faith. —=
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Shir U’Shbaha Sephardic Piyyut Tradition

Syrian Sephardic Tradition
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THE SEPHARDIC JOURNEY

For centuries, the Jews of Sepharad flourished in Spain,

producing great scholars, poets, and sages whose influence

continues throughout the Jewish world. Following the

expulsion of 1492, Sephardic Jews established thriving
communities across the Mediterranean and Middle East,
including Salonika, Constantinople, Jerusalem, Damascus,

and Aleppo. In these communities they preserved their

QDO

devotion to Torah, prayer, and the Hebrew language while
maintaining many of the customs of their ancestors.
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Among the treasures carried from generation to generation
were the traditions of piyyut and pizmon. Drawing upon
the works of Rabbi Yehuda Halevi, Rabbi Shlomo Ibn
Gabirol, Rabbi Abraham Ibn Ezra, and later Sephardic
sages, communities throughout the East developed a rich
heritage of sacred song. In Aleppo and Damascus, this
tradition flourished through the compositions of
distinguished hazzanim and poets whose melodies and
words continue to accompany the Shabbat table and
synagoque service to this day.
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ORPR — Magam — »lda

The Syrian Sephardic community follows a weekly
tradition of selecting a magam that reflects the theme

of the Torah reading, holiday, or occasion.

This minhag was preserved by the Jews of Aleppo,
Damascus, and throughout the Sephardic world.
Different magamat are associated with different
themes—such as joy, covenant, thanksgiving,
reflection, or mourning—so that tefillah and

pizmonim express the meaning of the day.

.
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Through this tradition, the words of Torah and the
prayers of our Sages are sung with kavod and devotion,
preserving the rich heritage of Syrian Sephardic Jewry

from generation to generation.
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The Syrian Sephardic tradition preserves a number of principal magamat,
cach possessing its own melodic character and emotional atmosphere.
For generations, hazzanim have selected these melodies to reflect
the themes of Shabbat, festivals, and special occasions, enriching
prayer and sacred song through music.
- .:. -
AJAV[ | Celebration and Rejoicing
L . . e . . .
Often associated with festive occasions, gratitude, and joy.
Stability dignity ¢
RAST | Stability and Dignity
. Reflects balance, strength, and continuity.
SIGAH Spiritual Devotion
. A uniquely Middle Eastern mode associated *
with holiness and reflection.
BAYAT | Warmth and Supplication
Expresses closeness, sincerity, and heartfelt praver. .
NAHAWAND | Reflection
Used for thoughtful and introspective themes.
HIJAZ ' Awe and .‘r'fi{jf‘.\‘f_l'
Known for its distinctive Eastern character and grandeur.
SABA | )t'f”‘)‘HH‘{( _ . N |
Associated with deep emotion and spiritual longing.
. o
AJaAM - RasT — SiGAH - Bavar — NaHawanp — Hijaz — Sasa
- - — — - — ey
Celebration Reflection Yearning
. o:o —_— 3
While every magam possesses unique musical characteristics, the \
emotional associations listed here are general guides. The meaning of a - l
melody is also shaped by its words, context, and communal tradition. o g ’
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May it be Your will, Hashem, my God and God of my fathers, to show favor to
me, my husband, my sons and daughters, my parents, and all my family. Grant

B 2

us, and all the people of Israel, good and long life. Remember us with blessing

—_ ¢

and kindness, visit us with salvation and mercy, bless us with abundant
blessings, make our home complete, and let Your Divine Presence dwell among
us. Grant me the privilege of raising children and grandchildren who are wise
and understanding; who love You and revere You; who are people of integrity
and truth; who are devoted to You; and who illuminate the world through Torah,
good deeds, and faithful service of You. Hear my prayer at this sacred moment

through the merit of Sarah, Rivkah, Rachel, and Leah, our mothers. May the light

of these Shabbat candles never depart from our home, and may the light of

‘., Your Presence shine upon us always. Amen.
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SHALOM ALEICHEM

The Gemara teaches that two angels accompany a person home
on Friday night. When they find a home prepared for Shabbat—
with candles lit, the table set, and an atmosphere of holiness—
the good angel blesses the household and the other angel
answers “Amen.” Shalom Aleichem is based on this teaching
and has become the traditional song sung before Kiddush to

welcome the peace and sanctity of Shabbat into the home.

4

Our Sages explain that the purpose of Shalom Aleichem is not
to pray to angels, but to recognize the holiness that enters a
Jewish home with the arrival of Shabbat. Rabbi Yaakov Emden
writes that the focus of the song is the Divine Presence that
rests upon a home prepared for the holy day. Through these
words, we pause to honor Shabbat and embrace its blessing

and peace.
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ESHET CHAYIL

()
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Before the Shabbat meal, it is customary to sing Eshet Chayil (“A Woman of Valor”),

the concluding poem of Mishlei (Proverbs 31:10-31), composed by King Solomon.

Our Sages teach that it praises a righteous wife and mother and is also an allegory

for the Torah, the Shechinah, and the Jewish people.

A Woman of Valor, who can find?
She is more precious than Cora_ls.
Her husband places his trust in her
and profits only thereby.

She brings him good, not harm,

all the days of her life.

She seeks out wool and flax

and cheerfully does the work of her hands.

~—0:0 —_—

She is like the trading ships,
bringing food from afar.

She gets up while it is still night

to provide food for her household,
and a fair share for her staff.

She considers a field and purchases it,
and plants a vineyard with the fruit
of her labors.

She invests herself with strength

and makes her arms powerful.

L/
0..

She senses that her trade is profitable;
her light does not go out at night.

She stretches out her hands to the distaff
and her palms hold the spindle.

She opens her hands to the poor

and reaches out her hands to the needy.

She has no fear of the snow for her household,
for all her household is dressed in fine clothing.

She makes her own bedspreads;

her cloth'mg is of fine linen

and luxurious cloth.

Her husband is known at the gates,
where he sits with the elders of the land.
She makes aﬂd Sells linens;

she supplies the merchants with sashes.
She is robed in strength and dignity,

and she smiles at the future.

L/
A

She opens her mouth with wisdom

and a lesson of kindness is on her tongue.
She looks after the conduct of her household
and never tastes the bread of laziness.

Her children rise up and make her happy;
her husband praises her:

“Many women have excelled,

but you excell them all!”

&
O..

Grace is elusive and beauty is vain,

but a woman who fears God —

she shall be praised.

Give her credit for the fruit of her labors,
and let her achievements

praise her at the gates.
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KIDDUSH

¢ Kiddush fulfills the Torah’s command to “remember the Sabbath day

and sanctify it.” By reciting Kiddush over wine, we declare the holiness

of Shabbat and publicly affirm our faith that Hashem created heaven
and earth and rested on the seventh day. Through Kiddush, we set the
day apart from the rest of the week and welcome its sanctity into

our homes.

$,
A4

¢ In Kiddush we recall both Creation and the Exodus from Egypt, the
two foundations upon which the Torah presents Shabbat. The Zohar
teaches that the holiness of Shabbat rests upon the Jewish table, while
Sephardic sages explain that Kiddush draws blessing, peace, and

spiritual elevation into the home."
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PiIzMONIM

Pizmonim are sacred Hebrew poems composed by the great

Hazzanim and sages of the Sephardic world and sung at

Shabbat tables, festivals, weddings, berit milah celebrations,
and other occasions of joy. Their verses draw upon Tanach,
Midrash, and the teachings of Chazal, expressing praise of

Hashem, love of Torah, devotion to the mitzvot, and longing

R

for redemption.

&
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Many beloved pizmonim were composed by renowned
sages and poets such as Rabbi Yehuda Halevi, Rabbi
Shlomo ibn Gabirol, and Rabbi Israel Najara. Their works
preserved Torah teachings, Hebrew poetry, and Sephardic
tradition in a form that could be remembered, sung, and

passed from generation to generation.

*,
e

The singing of pizmonim became a treasured custom

throughout Aleppo, Damascus, and the broader Sephardic
& world. Gathered around the Shabbat table and at communal
celebrations, families preserved the words of our sages
through melody, strengthening faith, learning, and communal
identity through song.
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THE JEWS OF ALEPPO

For more than a thousand years, the Jewish community of Aleppo
stood among the most distinguished centers of Torah and Sephardic
life. Known throughout the Jewish world as Aram Soba, the city
nurtured generations of scholars, hazzanim, and communal leaders
who preserved the customs inherited from Spain while embracing the
musical traditions of the Middle East. Through their devotion to prayer,
study, and sacred song, Aleppo became the principal guardian of the
Syrian Sephardic musical tradition.

o,
"0

Among the greatest contributors to this heritage were Rabbi Raphael
Antebi Taboush, Rabbi Moshe Ashear, Rabbi Mordechai Abadi, and
other poets whose compositions enriched Shabbat, festivals, and family
celebrations. Their works were gathered into Shir U’Shbaha, the
treasured collection of Syrian Sephardic pizmonim. Organized according
to magam and occasion, these songs transformed familiar melodies into
expressions of Torah, faith, and longing for redemption. Through the
voices of generations of hazzanim, the melodies of Aleppo continue to
unite Sephardic communities throughout Jerusalem, Brooklyn, Deal,
and beyond.
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HAVDALAH

&

Havdalah marks the conclusion of Shabbat and the
beginning of the week. Chazal instituted blessings over
wine, spices, and fire in order to distinguish between the

sanctity of Shabbat and the days of labor. The blessing
over spices comforts the soul as the additional sanctity of

Shabbat departs, while the blessing over fire recalls the
first fire kindled by Adam after Shabbat.

e Al -

The Zohar teaches that one should recite Havdalah with
joy and concentration. Through Havdalah, the holiness
of Shabbat accompanies a person into the coming week,

bringing blessing and peace into the home.
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PRESERVING

THE TRADITION

..0

During the twentieth century, many Syrian Jewish families left
Aleppo and Damascus and established new communities throughout
the world. Though they settled in new lands, they remained devoted
to preserving the traditions of their ancestors. Synagogues, hazzanim,

rabbis, and families continued to transmit the melodies, customs,
and sacred songs that had accompanied Sephardic life for generations.

Today, the traditions of magam and pizmonim remain a living part
of Sephardic worship and family life. Vibrant Sephardic congregations
can be found in Brooklyn, Deal, Buenos Aires, Mexico City,
Panama City, Sao Paulo, Los Angeles, Miami, and many other cities.
Through Shabbat tables, synagogue services, community gatherings,
and preservation efforts such as the Shir U Shbaha tradition and
the Sephardic Pizmonim Project, these melodies continue to be
taught to new generations. In this way, the voices of Spain, Salonika,
Damascus, and Aleppo continue to be heard in the communities
of today, linking past and present through the enduring
power of sacred song.
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Throughout the twentieth century, Syrian Jewish families
carried their heritage across the oceans, establishing vibrant
communities that continue to keep our melodies, customs,
and sacred songs alive to this day.
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BROOKLYN
- g New York, USA
\ : 2
S iz A historic gate
=, s gareway
LOS ANGELES \ for Syrian Jews and
California, USA s d a vibrant community
e \ " & 2 to this da)'.

A thriving center of e ’ St

Syrian Sephardic life ""“; A :

on the West Coast. o & 53t MIAMI

E '.":_ b N Jl\"-_- x / Florida. USA "
) & W JIR Kol Atlantic
% 7 = q; ¥ A warm and growing Ocean
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Home to one of the
largest and most
established Syrian
Sephardic communities.

PANAMA CITY / SN

Panama §

e
A close-knit community v
thar continues to
preserve our rich A

Sephardic traditions. \ ) \

o SAOPAULO
$ Brazil
A vibrant community

that has flourished

for generations.

BUENOS AIRES
Argentina

e
A proud community
with deep roots and £

enduring traditions,
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Though separated by oceans and generations,
these communities continue to be united by
our melodies, our heritage, and our faith.
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